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New York enthusia
Q There are ATV clubs and organiza-
tions found all over the United States,
as well as many countries around the
globe. These groups of enthusiasts
are the heart of our sport, and we
wouldn't be the same without them.
This month we continue our look
inside such great communities with
another trip to New York. There, we
spoke with Aaron Kellerman, the
founder and current club president of
the Hilliown Riders ATV Club.

DIRT WHEELS: How did your club
get started?

HILLTOWN RIDERS ATV CLUB: In
2006 after relocating from Maryland
to Duanesburg, New York, I could not
find a legal place to ride. For the next
year, | approached every ATVer I
could find, sometimes even handing
them business cards at stoplights to
let them know I was starting a club to
help organize a local riding area.

Early in 2007, I contacted the
National Off-Highway Recreational
Vehicle Association (www.NOHVCC.org)
for one of their ATV Club Startup kits.
Aaron's request triggered a call from
NOHVCC New York State
Representative Bob Ski, who offered
to help get the club organized. Bob's
day job is president of Association
Marketing, LLC, and director of the
New York State Powersport Dealers
Association. It was through this rela-
tionship that we ramped up so quick-
ly, secured landowner insurance and
even how we landed our riding area.

By October ‘07, we had assembled
a core group of members. That
month, Bob brokered a sponsorship
deal with Tod Hammock of Cycle City

Promotions for the Arena Cross he-

was promoting a few miles from us in
Albany.

As arider, Tod understood all about
land closures and lack of riding, so he
gave us a great deal and even let Bob
talk to the crowd for a while about
what we were doing. Ten minutes
after his speech from the arena floor,
Bob was met at our booth by a big

96 www.dirtwheelsmag.com

1. 5

sts

unite
burly farmer-looking dude in overalls.
The first thing this guy says to him is
“We need to talk.” At this time, Bob
stepped back a few paces, thinking
some local kid just ripped up this
guy's hay field and he's here to take it
out on him. Then a rider’s dream hap-
pened. He says, "Well I've got about
2000 acres about 20 minutes from
here, think you guys can do some-
thing with that?” A few months later,
they had the details hammered out,
and now we've got a great place to
ride. Come to find out, this 2000 acres
used to be a summer camp that fold-
ed back in the '90s, so we even land-
ed a great club and bunkhouse to
boot.

Over the next year, we cut in about
40 miles of trail. Thanks to a $10,000
grant from Yamaha, we were able to
buy tools, trail signs and even fix up
our clubhouse.

DW: How many members does it
have?

HTRATVC: We just did our first
membership drive [last] fall, which
brought us up to 108 members. Our
club was growing, but like most clubs,
only by one or two new members a
month. Recently, Association
Marketing arranged a marketing and
RSVP campaign to advertise a
“Customer Appreciation Ride Day”
for Edelmann Polaris, our local
Polaris dealer. Edelmann customers
were contacted and invited to a day
of riding their machines and a great
buffet lunch as a thank you for buy-
ing. They could even try new Polaris
demos throughout the day. Polaris
approved the day as advertising and
helped offset the cost for the dealer.
Almost 100 people came out to ride. In
one day, we enrolled more members
than the previous year, the dedler
sold three new Polarises and we all
had a great time. It's out-of-the-box
thinking like this and the Polaris
TRAILS grant program that is helping
us turn the corner toward more OHV
access.
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DW: Are there regular club meet-
ings?

HTRATVC: We meet at least once a
month.

DW: What goes on at the meetings?

HTRATVC: Meeting topics vary
greatly, but organizing work parties,
trail rides, trail construction and
fundraising seem to be the most fre-
quent.

DW: Are there any dues or fees
associated with being in the club?

HTRATVC: An annual membership
cost $200 and includes the entire
household. A 50 percent discount is
available for riders who purchased
their machine at a New York
Powersport Dealers Association sup-
porting dealer. The dealers who
belong to this group have banded
together to help gain off-road access
in New York. Without them, we would-
n't have our riding area or many oth-
ers that have opened in the last few
years.

DW: How can people become a
member of your club?

HTRATVC: Club applications are
available online at www.Hilliown
Riders.com

DW: What are the regular yearly
events that your club attends or puts
on as a group?

HTRATVC: Trail Riders Expo,
“TrailRex,” is held Aug. 12-15 at the
massive grounds of the Indian
Lookout Couniry Club in
Pattersonville, New York. TrailRex
began as a festival to gather funds
for 4 Wheeling 4 Healing, a great
cause started by one of our first
members. Now, it continues to pro-
vide a safe area for OHV enthusiasts
and their families to gather for a
weekend of competitions, camping,
music and fun. The four-day festival
boasts numerous riding/driving
events that feature classes for just
about every OHV made, including
ATVs, UTVs, dirt bikes, Jeeps, 4x4
trucks, rock crawlers and even snow-
mobiles.






